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The 9th Are Publisher 


YOUR FEET SHOULD BE 
SPREAD IN LINE WITH THE 

TARGET SO THAT YOU'RE 
STANOING SIDEWAYS 
10 Ir. 


HOLD YOUR 
BREATH... AN 
OPEN YOUR 
FINGERS... 


BACK ON YOUR BOW UNTIL 
YOUR THUMB COMES TO REST 
OUST UNDER YOUR CHIN AND 

THE STRING TOUCHES THE 

ENO OF YOUR NOSE... 


P THEN, ARCHING = \" 
YOURSELF, SLOWLY PULL 5 


Y, 


pas 


SLL 
L 


iF OINNER 
& WILL SOON BE READY, 
—7 TAALL. COULD YOU GO 
ANO FINO SOLAN ANDO 
YOUR UNCLE? THEY 
SHOULD BE AT THE 
WATERFALL. 


THE PROBLEM IS 


1A 
LOOKS LIKE \k 
HUNGER GIVES K 
YOU WINGS! 


THAT HE'S STILL 
TOO YOUNG TO. 
FLY BY HIMSELF, 
HAHA! 


YOUR HOUSE IS 
NEARLY REBUILT AND. 


BUSINESS. YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


Hy) BUT I WOULD HAVE Via 
PREFERRED THAT — \ 
YOU WERE STAYING Vy 


‘AH, THERE'S THE LAST ONE... 
IF MY STOMACHS CRIES ARE 
ANYTHING Tc 


(0. GO BY, IT'S HIGH hee 


TIME TO HEAD BACK AND 
HONOUR THE CULINARY 
TALENTS OF THE 
BEAUTIFUL AARICIA. 

g ” 


YOUR FATHER 


VW 
CAN 00 THAT A LOT 


BETTER THAN I CAN, 
YOUNG MAN. ANO 
WE'LL SURELY SEE 


THESE DAYS. 


1 


WT MUPEPIP 


OUR FRIENDS ARE LEAVING 
US TOMORROW, THORGAL. 
WE'LL BE DUST LIKE WE 
WERE BEFORE, JUST YOU, 
ME AND SOLAN. AND 

THE ISLAND. Ke 


DOES THAT 


NO—ON THE CONTRARY, I'M HAPPY. HAPPY TO 
SPEND THIS WINTER IN THE WARMTH WITH YOU, 
AWAY FROM THE BLOODTHIRSTY x 
MADNESS OF MEN. HAPPY TO 

WATCH OUR SON GROW UP 

IN THE SAFETY OF THE 

HOME WE'VE BUILT. 


"| HAPPY TO WATT WITH 
YOU FOR SPRING TO 


Ni, LOOK OUT... 


RUN, SOLAN! 
GO ANO WARN ) 


WAY 


Hy, BUT STILL IT BOTHERS 
*Y Me A LITILE THAT SOLAN 
WON'T HAVE AWYONE TO 
PLAY WITH, IT'S NOT 
6000 FOR A LITLE 
B04 T0 BE ALONE. 4 
REMEMBER 


YOU KNOW, IT 
COULO BE TIME 
\\T0 THINK ABOUT 


THOSE STINKING WE HAVE TO 00 NOTHING FOR 
orrTd MAgcoTs! ]( SOMETHING, IN NOI 
THEY PREPARED HEAVEN'S NAME! 


THEIR ATTACK FOLLOW THEM’... 


STOP THEM)... / WE CAN'T 


=  ——S a 

THEY'VE PROBABLY HEADED WHY, THORGAL?. 

BACK TO A SHIP WAITING WHY HAVE THOSE: 

FOR THEM AT SEA. 64 THE BRUTES COME TO 

TIME I'VE REPAIRED MY TAKE AWAY SOLAN 

BOAT, THEY'LL BE 
FAR AWAY. 


BUT I'M ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT 
SOLAN IS IN 
NO DANGER. 


YOUR SON IS AT NO 
RISK, INDEED. AT 


WELL 
REASONED, 
THORGAL. 
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OH, DON'T SAY TT: 
I CAN TELL YOURE 
DELIGHTED TO SEE 


MICH BETTER. YOu 
VeW HAIRS. HOPE 
, G ese F OH, OF COURSE, MEN WILL ALWAYS 
Tere a oer HAVE THEIR LOMTLSH WAYS TA) WHICH We 
mits | THe MEMORY OF My KISS? ME... SEE THEIR REAL, PRIMITIVE MISCLEMAN 
g STATE. DON'T 4OU THINK $0, NY OGAR? 
+ chy THAT TUL BE HERE AARICIA, I 117... 
TO HEAL 4Oll 


YOUR COUNTRY at ee 1 es RO THORGAL. STOP THIS \ ALREADYP AFTER ALL THE EFFORT I MADE i ee 


ABIT DML FOR Ii Bey WELL TUL EXPLAIN EF ALT 10 SOL OVER TE MEAL 
VERE TALKATIVE) Bi ‘lie othe THAT BOUL Lt SURELY HAVE THE GOOD SENSE 
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‘It'S VERY SIMPLE. A RICH AND POWERFUL PERSON 
GAVE ME A MISSION. A DANGEROUS ONE, OF COURSE. 
NEARLY IMPossiele. BUT IF IM SUCCESSFUL, THE 
COMPENSATION 15 WORTH 

THE prea, Ir’s 

ENORMOUS. I LOVE 

GOLD ANO THE 
CHALLENGE. 50 

I ACCEPTED. 


MY TRUE. UNEORTU- 
WATELY FOR YOU, 
sou A ce 
MERCENARIES IN BETTER FIGHTER 
TIAN EGO, 
~ THORGAL. 


THE LAND. 


THE PROBLEM IS THAT ON MY OWN, I HAVE NO 
CHANCE OF COMPLETING THE MISSION. I WOULD 
NEEO A CREW THAT WAS RELIABLE, SKILFUL AND 
CAPABLE OF FACING ANY RISK. I IMMEDIATELY 

THOUGHT OF YOU TWO. AND, AS YOU'RE HARDLY 

INTERESTED IN GOLD—ANO IN ANY CASE I DON’T, 
INTEND TO SHARE—I NEEDED TO FIND 
ANOTHER ARGUMENT TO PERSUADE 
YOU TO SOIN ME. 


WHO GAVE YOU 

THIS MISSION? 

ANO WHAT'S IT 
ABOUT? 


LOW 
ME DOWN TO THE FIRES 
OF HELL EVEN IF HIS 


YOU'LL LEARN IN OUE COURSE. TREE FOOT AND 
SOLAN WILL BE TREATED WELL THROUGHOUT THE 
Beye OF OUR EXPEDITION. BUT I WILL BE 
E ONLY ONE TO KNOW WHERE THEY ARE. WHICH 
MAKES THE ar DELICIOUSLY 


12 


NOT ONLY WILL YOU HAVE TO FOLLOW 
ANO OBEY ME, BUT ALSO Ore ME 
a Aue CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR 
|ETHING WERE TO HAPPEN ia ME, 
rot HAVE NO HOPE OF EVER SEE- 
ny ats MISSING FRIEND AND SON 


NO MORE COMMENTS OR r y a IM 
QUESTIONS? PERFECT. WE'LL ) 4 i : USED TO 
LEAVE THE ISLANO TO) % SLEEPING 


WE SHOULD EXCELLENT IDEA, 
HAVE GRABBED Him, IO GLADLY HOLD 
R... FORCED My) 7 HER PRETTY LITTLE 
FEET IN THE FLAMES. 
THAT CHEAP 
AMAZONIAN.... 


OR T'O PULL OUT x BESIDES, I 00 WE HAVE 
HER HORRIBLE y DOUBT THAT KRISS ANOTHER 
HAIR ONE STRANO | (ai OF VALNOR IS THE 
AT A TIME... KINO TO TALK 
UNDER TORTURE. 


7 _THAT'S RIGHT, 
SING HER PRAISES: 
WHILE YOU'RE AT Ir. 
YOU'RE NOT GOING 

TO ACCEPT HER 
AWFUL DEAL, 


IS If REALLY if 
YOU TALKING LIKE 
THAT, MY SWEET 
AARICIAP YOU 


Combi, van nome (4 


BE ABLE TO. 
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“AARICIA, WHAT'S 
GOING ON? WHY 
AREN'T YOU 
ASLEEP? 


HOW 00. 
YOU EXPECT ME 
TO SLEEP WHEN) 
YOU'RE LEAVING 
ONCE AGAIN? 


BUT THAT WON'T 
STOP YOU FROM 
FOLLOWING HER 
LIKE A 006 
FOLLOWS THE MASTER 
THAT BEATS IT! 


OON'T 
STAY HERE. 


LEAVE ME A DOMESTIC SCENE?! 
ALONE! GO HAHAI... LOOKS LIKE 
BACK TO BED; I HEROES AREN'T WHAT 
WANT 10 BE é THEY USED TO BE, MY 
ALONE. 4 POOR FRIENO. 
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LAUGH IF YOU SORRY, SWEETIE, BUT WE THERE WON'T 
WANT TO, WITCH, CAN'T WATT ANUMORE. BE ANY GOO0- 
BUT L WON'T LEAVE FORGET ABOUT THE GREAT BYES... 
WITHOUT SEEING SOON, OOO: 


THAT'S TOO FUNNY! BECAUSE YOU'RE A GREAT 
THE LITTLE COUNTRY WARRIOR, IS THAT IT? THE 
GIRL WANTS TO COME INTREPIO MERCENARY 
WITH US! HAHAHA! WHO FEARS NOTHING. 


THIS LITTLE RUMP- 
WIPING COUNTRY GIRL, Y Ge, 
13 A130 AVIKtIG 


PRINCESS, KRISS 2 gL 
OF VALNOR. 
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I UNDERSTAND 00 YOU SOLAN ISN'T 
YOU, MY LOVE. BUT THINK I'M NOT UST YOUR 
KRISS IS RIGHT. AS STRONG SON... HE'S 

a OR AS BRAVE MINE, TOO. 


LET HER ACCOMPANY US IF 
SHE REALLY WANTS TO. THAT 
WAY, I WILL SEE HER QUAKE 

WITH FEAR, HEAR HER 
SCREAM WITH TERROR. 


ANDO WHO KNOWS? 
I MIGHT EVEN HAVE 
THE PLEASURE OF 
SEEING HER 
Ore. 


ENOUGH TIME Js 
ALREADY, 


WELL, FOLKS... 
THIS EXPEOITION 
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THAT'S BECAUSE 
YOU'RE NOT LOOKING 
IN THE RIGHT 
OIRECTION... 


17 


6Y THE EIGHT 

HOOVES OF 
OOIN'S 
HORSE)... 


TO GIVE MY 
WOODEN LEG TO 


BUT I HAD 
NO IDEA THAT IT 
WAS POSSIBLE TO 


NAVIGATE FOR SO 
: LONG WITHOUT 
Sk SEEING LAND. 


WHOEVER THEY ARE, 

THESE BARBARTAN- 

TONGUEO MEN ARE 
GREAT SAILORS. 
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WE'RE FLYING! 
LIKE BIRDS! CAN YOU 
BeLIeve IrlP 


YOU'LL SEE 
EVEN MORE 
EXTRAORDINARY 
THINGS YET, 
STRANGERS. 


THIS VESSEL. THE 


HIGH REGENT WOULD 


LIKE TO SPEAK 
TO 


WE CAN ONLY 
STEER IT, THAT'S 
ALL. 


HEY! THERE'S WHAT'S THIS Vj 
NOBOOY HERE... NEW TRICKERY? 
a WONDER 


WHAT ARE 
YOU WATTING 
FOR? COME 
H...PPP 
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ey Wey 


f 


WE Y. 
Wi 


LONG WILL BE YOUR VOYAGE, AND HARO THE TASKS 
E COLI THAT AWATT YOU. BUT THESE TORMENTS WILL 6€ TRIVIAL 
BESIDE THE HOPE THAT IS AT STAKE. TO UNDERSTAND 
Ta TT, WATCH AND 
LAND OF 
NG T 
ONO 
DESERTED SPACES OF 
THE GREAT SEA... 


LONG AGO, THE EARTH ANO THE MEN) 
FROM THE LAND OF QA LIVED IN 
1 RHYTHM OF 


HARMONY WITH TH 
Sf NATURE ANO THE SEASONS... 
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UT ONE DAY, MANY YEARS 
AGO, AN UNKNOWN GOO 
CAME OMT OF THE SEA... 


ANO, APART FROM HIS. 
MAGIC HEADPIECE, NO 
CLOTHING PROTECTED HIS 


HIS BEARO AND 
HIS HAIR HAD A 
COPPER HUE... 


FOR 30 DAYS, HE WALKED 
THE COAST OF THE LAND 
OF @A, HEADING 

‘SOUTH. 


ANO ON THE THIRTIETH DAY, 
HE MET MEN. THEY WERE 
FISHERMEN FROM THE 
CHAAMS TRIBE. 
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THE BRAVEST—OR THE CRAGIEST— | | THE FISHERMAN COLLAPSED, MAGN 
OF THEM WANTED TO ATTACK | | HIS HEART EXPLODED. THE 


THE STRANGER, WHO | | CHAAMS WERE THUS CERTAIN 
STRETCHED ONT | | THAT THE COPPER-HAIRED 
HIS ARM... | | STRANGER WAS 


HE SPOKE TO THEM WITHOUT USING 
WORDS, SPEAKING DIRECTLY TO THEIR 
MINOS. HE TOLD THEM HIS NAME WAS 
OGOTAL, WHICH MEANS “FROM 
ELSEWHERE”... HE TOLD THEM THAT HE 
HAD CHOSEN THE LANO OF QA TO 
ACCOMPLISH GREAT FEATS BUT THAT 
HE NEEDED THE CHAAMS TO COME TO 
LU 


yy ANDO THE CHAAMS FOLLOWED HIM. 
vs Ey IN THEIR HUNOREOS, THEN 
Avon THOUSANDS. OGOTAT LED 


z aye 
! coy eA\ 
Wi FoRedt inere Ho, oe 2 
ee 


re 
LAR 
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We 
SPOT WHERE HIS TOWN Bil 
WOULD BE BUILT. 


BUT AT THE Be OF 

THE TENTH YEAR, 

spare a We BUILT. 
OGOT: DED 
THAT a WOMLD BE 
CALLED MAYAXATL. 
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$0, OGOTAL 
TAUGHT THE CHAAMS 
THE ART OF WAR. 

HE HAD THEM MAKE 


ene 
ot A as \) 
Pee ili: 


FROM THE NORTH TO THE SOUTH ANO FROM 
ie, THE EAST TO THE WEST, THERE WAS 
NOTHING BUT FIRE ANDO ‘ 
¥., MASSACRE, TERROR AND 

WATLING. 


Si 


ll 


\V a “ie 
DS all 


0. 
MAYAXATL HAD BECOME 
THE CITY OF HORROR. 
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THE XINSIN WERE THE ONLY ONES 
TO RESIST THE OGOTAL 
HORDES. 


TAKE REFUGE IN AN 
ARIO DESERT. 


TT WAS THERE THAT ONE = = 
NIGHT THEY SAW ANOTHER 

GOO ARRIVE IN THE 

LANO OF MEN. 


HE WAS AN OLD GOO AND HIS HAIR WAS Z “4 

WHITE LIKE SNOWY PEAKS. HE TOLD THE 

XINSIN TO CALL HIM TANATLOC, “THE ONE 
SEEKS PEACE.” HE EXPLAINED THAT 


WAS AN EVIL GOD. 


$0, THE XINSIN PEOPLE 
FELT THEIR HOPE 
JAS REBORN. 
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SZ BUT WE WERE POWERLESS 10 STOP THE 
LE RT OSE RTOLTE te oO - eA | OEBTRICTIVE FORCE OF OGOTAT FROM SPREADING 


pa ation Dheag 3) eee S . Boule (Baie ae a Beas 
ANO SO WE WERE ABLE TO REMAIN : 
EON Es THE DOMINATION OF THE CHAAMS. 


on 
ha sy ib 


Mad 
Pays 


Wf 2 $0, We SENT THE MOST 
BHT TAUATLOC REVEALED THE SOURCE OF OUR / fp 3 , 
ENGHY'S STRENGTH TO US: HIS HEADPIECE! WTTHOUT Yj Yr ~ VE oe eo. 
HIS MAGIC HEADGEAR, OGOTAL WOULD LOSE / Yi Se HEADPIECE 
POWER AND CEASE TO 86 AGOD IN Te Mies OF HIS / ¢ Ne : 


NONE OF THEM CAME 
BACK, AS THE OBSTACLES 
ARE INKWMERABLE. 


PEOPLE. HIS EMPIRE WOULD CRUMBLE ON ITS OWN. 


MAYAXATL-THE-BLOODY . THEREFORE, joes ae ae aie Bae bE 
IS IN THE HEART OF THE \s ) Pas PENETRATED. 

FORBLODEN TERRITORIES, S RACES LIVE “SHOULDER 70 SouLDen 
FULL OF UNSPEAKABLE ' ANO ITS STREETS ARE MORE 

DANGERS AND CONSTANTLY J mi DANGEROUS THAN A SNAKE PIT. 
WATCHED BY THE CHAAMS' | es 
FLYING PATROLS. 
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ATTHE TOP OFTHE CIM =: 
SITS THE GOD'S PALACE. | 
THOSE SUMMONED THERE 
NEVER COME BACK, AND + 
NOBOOY KNOWS WHAT fp 
TRAPS LURK WITHIN. 


ANO FINALLY, 
ONCE YOU'VE 


re PASSED OVER ALL 
| 


OBSTACLES AND. 
EVADEO ALL TRAPS, 
THE SUPREME TEST 
AWAITS: OGOTAL 

HIMSELF. 


ONLY A BEING TOTALLY 
QEVOIO OF FEAR ANO 
EMOTION HAS A MINUTE 
CHANCE OF ACCOMPLISHING 
THIS IMPOSSIBLE MISSION. 
THAT'S WHY WE CHOSE YOU, 
KRISS OF VALNOR. 


IF YOU FAIL, YOU WILL FACE 
CERTAIN DEATH. BUT IF YOU 
SUCCEED, WE WILL GIVE YOU AS 
MUCH GOLD AS YOU CAN CARRY 
IN A CHARIOT HITCHED TO 

TWO OXEN. 


ly 


AS FOR YOUR COMPANIONS, IF YOU 
HAVE CHOSEN THEM, THEN THEY ARE 
NOBLE. YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT I 
KNOW EXACTLY HOW YOU FORCED 
THEM TO FOLLOW YOU. 


airs 


BUT YOUR METHODS 00 
NOT MATTER. ALL THAT 
COUNTS IN MY EYES IS 


IN THE NAME OF 
THE XINSIN PEOPLE, 
I WISH YOU GOOD 
LUCK. 
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Peel, ) 


bile 
oil ae 
{able abd] 
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MAY THEIR GO0S, 

* / COME TO THEIR AID. THIS 

| (MERCENARY WOMAN LEADING 

tl THEM... DOES SHE KNOW 

\ THE REAL GOAL OF HER 
MISSION? 


ARE YOU NOT AFRAIO 
THAT SHE WILL BE SCARED, 
ANO REFUSE TO GO ANY 
FURTHER? OR THAT HER 
COMPANIONS WILL 
ABANOON HER? 


WORSHIPS NO- 
GOD BUT GOLD. 
AS FOR THE 
THREE OTHERS, 
WHORE, THEY 


TREE 
FOOT, WHAT'S 
THIS LANO? 
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ANO WHY 18 TT SQ HOT? AS jay R [a 
We NAVIGATED ALL THE f =) i 
WAY TO SUMMER... : @ Meeniingitiors 


WEL 
SOON HAVE THE 
ANSWERS TO ALL THOSE 
QUESTIONS, SOLAN. 
APPARENTLY, THIS 18 
WHERE OUR VO4AGE 


WHAT ABOUT MUFF, 
THEN? I OON’T 
THINK WE SHOULD 
TALK TO HIM ABOUT, 
ANY MORE TRIPS, 
AT SEA... 
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HEY, COME BACK, YOU 
BAND OF VILLAINS! 


OON’T LEAVE US HERE 


ALONE!... 
Xf 


THEY... 
THEY'RE 
Gone?! 


— 


MAKE US COME 
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WE ALL OID, MY y] AND, YOU KNOW, WHAT A STRANGE FEELING... THE 

LOVE. FOR SEVERAL WE'RE NOT HUNGRY a J . 

OAUS, IF THE LENGTH / «J AT ALL. It'S AS IF WE 

OF YOUR BEARD IS WERE FEO OURING 
ARTING 10 “| OUR SLUMBER. 


<< 
IT WAS THE EXPLANATION OF fk; > CURSE YOUR GREED uted ANO FROM WHAT I HEAR, YOU'VE SUC- 
OUR MISSION. THE MISSION THAT LED US INTO THIS CEEDED IN FEATS THAT WERE SUST 


; AS DANGEROUS, Ta\'T THAT TRIE? 
TEA we ee : MAO ES roe ; UNLESS YOURE WORRIED ABOMT 


GINE. A WHOLE CHARIOT = COME ON, NOW. YOUR LITTLE DARLING? 
gr aot ca 4Ou i THERE MUST BE 
LTE A.GO00 DEAL OF 


EXAGGERATION AND 
B, LEGEND IN THE STORY... ¥f 


THIS TIME I'LL 


SAVE YOUR 

STRANGLE YOU WITH FIGHTING ENERGY 
MY OWN HANDS. FOR THE TESTS 
THAT AWATT YOU, 

STRANGERS. WE'VE 

SPOTTED THE 


LANO OF QA. 
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WE'LL DROP 


0 
POSSIBLE TO THE 
ENTRANCE TO THE 

FOR6IODEN 


THE ENTRANCE IS MARKED BY AV" 
GIANT STATUE THAT OGOTAL HAD 
ERECTED, CALLED THE GODDESS 
WITH NO NAME, MISFORTUNE, 

SAYS THE LEGEND, TO HIM 

WHO VENTURES BEYOND 

HER GAZE. 


A GUIDE WILL BE WAITING TO 

TAKE YOU TO MAYAXATL. A SURVIVOR 
OF THE SHEERSHECS TRIBE WHO 
LIVEO IN THIS FOREST AND WERE 
eae Oe THE CHAAMS. 


Es 
FINGER OF YOUR RIGHT HAND, 
THEY'LL KNOW THAT YOU NEED 
THEM ANO WILL MAKE 
SELVES 


BUT HOW WILL WE 
GET IN CONTACT 
WITH YOUR HIGH 

REGENT IF WE 


BY THE THREE 
HELLS, THOSE 

OEMONS WERE 
EXPECTING USI!... 
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ITHINK 
IO PREFER TO 
STILL BE AT 

SEA... 


ROCKS, SAND, FUNNY TREES 

WITH SPIKES LIKE DAGGERS... 

ALL THAT UNDER A SUN THAT 
(ES YOUR BRAIN... HOW 


BAK |... Hi 
COULD THE GODS HAVE 
MADE SUCH A LANO!P 


ANO WHAT'S MORE, THE 
PLACE SEEMS TO BE DAN- 
GEROUS, SHOGING FROM 
THE WAY OUR ESCORT 
ON ITS GUARD. 


SOMETHING, WHY €> 
ARE THEY ALWAYS 2° 


LOOKS LIKE 
we'Ve MADE IT 
SOMEWHERE. 


vAIRTE 
TREES, I DON'T EVEN 
WANT TO LOOK. 
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SOLAN! PINCH ME \ 
80 I KNOW IF I'M 
OREAMING... 


36 


RESTRAIN YOUR S 
KILLER INSTINCT: ¥ 

THEY ARE TOO 

FAR AWAY. ONLY, 

THEIR BOW 

Ciot Re e 
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\ O10... OID KR 


POOR FOLK... 


< 
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39 


40 


\ Hl 
y~* > 
7 \ 


THAT WAS 
LAST ONE! 
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Ls BREAKTile ANd 


= 
HOW OREADFUL! HOW CAN 
THEY BE SO CRUEL?... 


ANO WHY SUCH A... 
BARBARIC RULE? 


FOR THE SIMPLE 
REASON OF USELESS 
EXCESS WEIGHT. BUT 


.. WERE 
ABOUT TO HAVE 
COMPANY 
AGAIN. 


e000 
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IMGOING TO. q Fi .t e = THAT'S AN O00 CONCERN, STRANGER. 
LEAVE YOu HERE, WO iy B. v7 AS SOON AS OUR MISSION IS 
HOPING THAT THE: Gl Pad COMPLETE, OUR FATE WILL NO 
ucetone “eae y i + } LONGER BE OF Wa IMPORTANCE. 
ie euoued Ven LOWER THEM! =) 
WITH NO NAME IS. ANS | 
AHALE OAY'S: 
WALK TO THE 
WEST. FAREWELL 
ANO GOOD 

LUCK. 


*| THAT SIGN, Y 
| See ee.) "eee 
| IT SOMEWHERE ATTACKING! |~ 
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AN 
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AARICI A ! i AH, YOU'RE FINALLY MM) THORGAL, AARICIA, TIAL... 
H AWAKE. YOU KNOW THAT THEY WERE FALLING THROUGH 
YOU SLEPT AT LEAST 3 * | SPACE... ANO THEY HAD ANOTHER, 
16 HOURS? 7 WOMAN WITH THEM, A WOMAN, 
IOON'T KNOW... 


AFTER ALL OUR UPS AND 
DOWNS. TI UOT SURPRISED. 
PERHAPS THE 

THAT WERE LOUING THROUGH 
IB A DREAM TOO... 


WELCOME ARGUN TAKE SOME FRUIT TO EAT. YOU DON'T 
THORGAL AEGIRSSON. | | | Fe 
I HOPE THAT YOUR | 
FIRST NIGHT WITH 
US WAS PLEASANT. 


TO HELL WITH 
YOUR WELCOME ANO YOUR 
OAMNED FRUIT! WHAT 00 4OU = 
WANT FROM USP WHY OID YOU 
HAVE IS KIONAPPED TO 
BRING US HERE Tee 
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I SEE THAT YOU ARE A WHAT'S ALL THIS 
OIRECT MAN). ALL THE 
BETTER, LET'S SAY THAT 
SOLAN'S PARENTS ANO. 
YOUR NEPHEW HAVE BEEN 
SENT ON A MISSION. 


NONSENSE? WHAT 
A MISSION 


WHAT IF WE TOOK YOU 
AT YOUR WOROP WHAT IF 
WE DECIOEO NOT 
TO ENJOY YOUR 
“HOSPITALITY"? 


I OOUBT THAT 
YOU'D MANAGE, TREE 
FOOT. THE DESERT 
SION US IS A 


ESPECIALLY 


SORRY, BUT I CAN'T TELL YR 
YOU ANY MORE. BUT YOU 
WILL BE TREATED AS 
OISTINGUISHEO GUESTS 


MOVE AS YOU PLEASE 
IN OUR CITY. 


PREE!P: 
A FUNKY 
EXPRESSION... 


a 


FOR AN INFIRM IN THE HELP YOU MIGHT EXPECT FROM 
WITH A CHILO. f4 } | YOUR FRIENDS. THEY ARE FAR FROM 
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HERE, ANO I CAN) ASSURE YOU THAT 
EVEN AS WE SPEAK, THEY HAVE 
PLENTY OF OTHER WORRIES. 


I SUPPOSE YOU 
COULD SAY WE WERE 
LUCKY. 


WHAT LUCK 

INDEED TO HAVE 
THE GREAT PLEASURE 
OAY IN THIS STIFLING 
HEAT. WHERE CAN SHE 

BE HIDING, THIS 
BLASTED GODDESS 

WITH NO 


QUIT WHINING, 


My TIALL THE LAZY. 
B WE'RE HERE. 


Ml Let's CARRY 
HON. We UST 


4 HAVE TOFINO J 
OUR GuIbe |p 


Le 


THAT I HAD E 
SIGN ON THE SAILS... 
IRNOW THAT FACE... 11'S 
AS IF I'VE SEEN Ir 

A Ee 
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FOUNO HIM 
BEFORE WE 


OID. AND I 
OON'T LIKE 


So» THAT AT ALL. 
GA Dp. os 
DAY SE 


NOW WE'RE 
M\ FORCED 10 FIGURE 
OUT HOWTO GET ke 
TO MAYAXATL ON 
OUR OWN 


5 WAN tAMHE- £4 


Bsa 
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/, ROSINSKI - VAN HAMME. ~ 


) 


51 


WHAT IS IT? Ve 5 ), NO. IT'S NOTHING, ‘Re 

SOMETHING IT'S GONE NOW. JUST Rug 

WRONG? : Shek i FATIGUE, I'M SURE. 
INSIOE MY ff NN LET'S CARRY ON. 


HEAD. 


WE OON'T EVEN KNOW IF pi yy” JE We'RE GOING TO Ofc, Fa 
WE'RE GOING IN THE RIGHT HERE WOULD BE AS GOOD 
“Es OIRECTION. WE'RE AS ANUWHERE ELSE, I'VE 
& GOING TO TRAIPSE [aay HAO MORE THAN ENOUGH 
1% \ | OF THIS LITILE GAME. 
“THONG Zo cen 
THAT CURSEO |Tiag h ‘ANY FURTHER! 

GHOST TOWN d bas 


7 THAT 
WOULD SURPRISE 
; ME, TIALL THE WHINY, \ize 
pe SEEING AS YOU'VE jem 
\ PICKEO A BAD 
PLACE TO SIT. 


52 


WAS BIG AS ANDO THIS MAKES HER LAUGH, THAT CRAZY 


AWFUL— THUMBS! 
REO ANTS! 


] WHOEVER KILLED THE MAN WHO WAS WAITING 


ron He eg ee THAT WE WOULON'T BE 
ADY TO RISK CROSSING THE 
1 OReiDOeN  eRREORIES WITHOUT A GUIDE. 
90 THAT'S OUR BEST CHANCE OF REACHING 
MAYAXATL WITHOUT BEING DISTURBED BY 


§ OGOTATS CHAANS,- 
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WHAT WERE 
YOU cL, 
ARG TREE 


I EVEN WARNED YOU: FOR I KNEW WHERE YOU WERE 
HE WHO KNOWS IT NOT, THE THE WHOLE TIME, AND I 
OESERT 1S THE MOST COULD HAVE BROUGHT YOU 
EFFICIENT OF BACK FROM THE FIRST HOUR 
GUARDIANS. OF YOUR ATTEMPTED ESCAPE, 
A - BUT I PREFERRED TO LET YOU 
DISCOVER FOR YOURSELVES 
AUST HOW MUCH IN VAIN 
YOUR ATTEMPT WAS. 


A FREE MAN 
ANO_A STUBBORN 
ONE, I'VE 
NOTICED... 


S80 
TILL 00 AST » LOOK A SMALL 


jt I 
MY’ PRECAUTION TO 

PLEASE. I AM A ss Ei 
FREE MAN! V7 Ty arc sie 
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HOW 00 YOU 
FEEL, MY 
LORO?P 


GIVE THEM WHAT THEY WANT. YOU KNOW HOW I 
OISLIKE THE METHODS OF THAT MERCENARY 
YOU RECRUITED. BUT TELL ME, VARIAY, WHY 


O10 YO SEND THE WOMEN Ol? 00 Hou 
NOT VERY WELL, HAVE BAD NEWS? 
13 TARUS FOREVER TO 
LEAVE ME. I HEARD oe Lene 
THAT OUR aiesTS pred 
TRIED 0 ESCAPE? 


I'M AFRAIO SO, MY LORD. OUR ALLY NGI] OGOTAL, CURSED BE HIS NAME, HAS E NO Te Vessel mar ms 
IN MAYAXATL HAS INFORMED ME THAT DECIDED TO FINISH THE XINSTN i: TRANSPORTLI 


NG HER WETH 
VER COHPANIONS As 

A MASSIVE INVASION, ONE We ey DETACHED 6A Ue 

TiedRe LANGHEG RAIDS “= ee HAVING PUT THEM COHN 
OU TO THE COASTS T0 i 4 AT THE ENTRANCE 10 THE 
RECRUIT NEW TROOPS. : FORELOOEN TERRITORIES. 
THES CAN OM HEA Aa de \ THAT'S WHERE THe GUIDE 


FROM THE SHEERSHECS 
TRIBE WAS Ws i" 


WE CAN 00 NOTHING BUT WATT. 5 7 THOSE e | WE HAVE TO KEEP OUR HOPE ALIVE, MY 
ANO HOPE THAT THEY REACH ia 4 LORO. FOR HER LOVE OF GOLD, KRISS 
MAYAXATL ANO ACCOMPLISH y ce OF DANGER, ANI OF VALNIOR WOULONT HESTTATE TO 
THEIR ees Tee FOUR i 


STRANGERS ARE THE LAST 
HOPE OF SURVIVAL FOR MY 
PEOPLE ANO THE WHOLE 
LAND OF QA. HOW 
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I THINK—ONE OF THOSE 
SEA-WARRIORS FROM 
THE NORTH BEYONO THE 
GREAT WATER. HE AND. 
THE OTHER WOMAN ARE 
THE PARENTS OF THE 
SMALL BOY WE'RE 
HOLDING HOSTAGE. 


Opa SUT WHAT 35 rr, 
]) My LORD? 00 
My YOu WANT Me TO 


THORGAL... A VIKING... 
COULD IT REALLY BE HE!? 
OUT OF MILLIONS OF 
MEN!? THAT WOULD BE... 
$0 OREADFULI... 


SWAMPS NOW! ANO THESE 
INFERNAL MOSQUITOES SUCK 
MORE BLOOD THAN A WOUNDED 
WARRIOR WOULD LOSE... 


| ANO HIS SON.... THE SON OF THORGAL, 
HERE, SUST A FEW METRES AWAY FROM 
y)\ ME... WHAT TF aN aw HAO...? OH, 
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MOSQUITOES, GIANT ANTS, SNAKES, 
LEECHES AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER AWFUL 
CREATURES THAT DON'T EVEN HAVE NAMES... 
THIS IS REALLY HEAVEN HERE! 

THANKS, KRISS OF 

VALNOR... 


WOULD 
YOU MINO 


BREATH? 


SAVING YOUR fe 


WAITING FOR US? THE 


WHAT FOR? 
TO SING A HAPPY 


SOONER I LOSE MY 
BREATH, THE BETTER 
IT WILL 


JF ONLY THAT 
WOULD STOP YOU 
FROM JABBERING 
LIKE AN OLD 
\  _GAP-TOOTHED 
GRANOMOTHER. 


I DONT MIND SAVING 
YOUR LIFE, LIKE I DIO ON 
“TDL COWLD HEL le, MMR GAD %0-ost chane son 
zs H, , Ne 
COWLONT YOU? ‘ AHANO? NO WAY! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU STANDING THERE 


SORT YOURSELF OUT, PROUD oy 
WARRIOR. ANO AFTER THAT, DON'T 

FORGET TO ADMIRE YOURSELF IN 
YOUR PRETTY LITTLE MIRROR. 
YOU'LL HAVE A SURPRISI 


THAT, PRINCESS, 15 


THE CHANCE I WAS 
WAITING FOR... 
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HAHAHA! 
NOW YOU'RE AS 
PRETTY AS ME, 
HONEY. DON'T 
WORRY, I'LL 
LENO YOU MY 
MIRROR SO YOU 
CAN AOMIRE 
SOREL, y 


OON'T YOU THINK 
WE HAVE ENOUGH 
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SURPRISE: 
THE FOREST STILL 


HOLDS FOR US. 


OH, MY LOVE, TSALL, I'M COMING. é WHAT OISGUSTING 
WHAT A NIGHT- A WHAT ARE YOU TUL SUST GET 4 Patt CREATURES. HOW COULD 
tantra IS BROK DOING? COME, Md ARROWS. Q THE GODS HAVE CREATED 


SUCH HORRORS? I BET 
You'Re NOT SWORO. 3 i P Tie onelir eveU 

: \ j 6000 70 Eft... 
f. A TOUCHING : : ; 


INSUREOP 


ENE. BUT WE'D 
00 BETTER TO 
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7 PERHAPS IT'S DUST 
A ROUTINE PATROL. IN 
Aveutooe 
THEY'VE GONE. WE ARE HEADED IN ff 
THEY OIONIT See Us. THE RIGHT OIRECTION. 
YOU THINK THEY WERE 
LOOKING FOR US? 


WE HAVE TO 
GET OUT OF THE 


IT'S WHERE I WA 
HIT WITH THE 
TALL... I MUST 


HAVE BROKEN SOME 


RIBS... I'M SUST 


GLAD THAT MY BOW 


SOFTENED THE 


M4 POOR DARLING. 
WE CAN CAMP HERE, 
IN THESE ROOTS, 
WHILE YOU GET 
BETTER... 


SWAMP. BROKEN, 
RIBS OR NOT, YOUR 
POOR DARLING WILL f 
BE TOUGH ENOUGH 

TO WALK A LITILE 


IF YOU CARRY ON 
LIKE THAT, WE'LL 
HAVE NO pecans OF 


IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
JOU THINK? TIALL WAS 
RIGHT: THIS FOREST 
WILL BE OUR GRAVE, 
AND ALI AU 


THIS TIME, 
KRISS OF VALNOR, 
TLL RIP YOUR 


» Aire We HAD ONE 
4 
SERPENT TONGHE 

OMT... 


YOU THINK WE'LL BE 
HERE FOR LONG, 
TREE FOOT? 


- 


SILENCE! THERE'S ALWAYS A CHANCE, 
AARICIA, ALWAYS! WE'LL START BY 
LOOKING FOR A ORY PLACE TO SET UP 
CAMP, ANO THERE WE WILL WATT. I THINK 
I HAVE A WAY TO FINO THE PAI 
MAYAXATL FOR CERTAIN. A RIS 


TH TO. 
‘SKY BUT 
SIMPLE METHOD... 


=~ 
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I SUPPOSE THAT WE HAVE TO WATT YOU'LL HAVE TO GRIN 
FOR THORGAL ANO TSALL TO COMPLETE ANO BEAR Ir, MATEY. 
THEIR MYSTERY MISSION AND COME ANO AFTER ALL, THIS 
BACK TO FINO Us. Ni PLACE HAS ITS 
3 A CHARMS. 


PERHAPS WE SHOULD 
GET TO KNOW THESE 
oe ALITILE 


TELL Me, M 
RRL ESCNES, sete 

YOUR WASHINGS, 4 Wis 
WOULONT HAVE A Sha } 3 
MOMENT TO MASSAGE 

THE BACK OF A POOR 

QLD CRIPPLED MAN 

RIDOLEO WITH 

RHEUMATISM? 


eu 


SAY THERE, SONNY, WHY 
OWT YOM... ERM... TAKE 
SOME TIME TO SEE THE 
VILLAGE? TT MUST BE VERY 
INTERESTING... ME WITHOUT 
‘MU WOODEN LEG, YOU 
UNDERSTAND. 


Borne S veytomme fs 


y) 


V OF COURSE, THERE'S 

A SMALL COMMUNICATION 

PROBLEM, our WE SHOULD |) 
ABLE TO re THAT, 
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COME WITH ME. THE 
LORO GOD TANATLOC 
WANTS TO SPEAK 
TO YOU. 


WHO'S THAT? 

TANATLOC? AND 

ANMWAY, T pa 
WANT TO Gi 


NOT Woon 
TREE FOOT. 


OON'T WORRY ABOUT YOUR 
COMPANION. OUR YOUNG LADIES 
WILL TAKE CARE OF HIM FOR, 

AS LONG AS IT TAKES. 


ANYWAY, WHY 00 YOU YESSH MIN WHAT YOU 
SAU THAT HE'S AI SAY, SOLAN. 
GOO? REAL GODS — gal TANATLOc TS VerY 


CANT BE SEEN. Wi, OLD, BUT HE STILL 
WM) = HAS GREAT 


POWERS. 


THANK YOU, 


US, NOW. 


VARTAY. LEAVE [- 


THAT IS NOT PRUDENT, MY LORD. 
52 THIS KIO IS A REBEL. HE COULD... 
é HE WON'T 00. 


| HEARD. EVEN 


beeline me) ME, 


ine Hae on TEL 
HIM MUST NOT BE, 


COME CLOSER, SOLAN. 
YOUR NAME IS SOLAN, 
ISNT IT?... 
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00 NOT BE AFRAID, 


WANTED TO TOUCH HOUR 
FACE WITH MY HANO. 


M4 CHILD. MY EYES CAN NO 
LONGER SEE YOU, AND I SUST 


THE HIGH REGENT SAID 


THAT YOU WERE ae Sy 


YOURE SUST 
AN EVIL OLD 


MAN 
4 ABOUT TO OLE. 


YOUR WORDS ARE CRUEL, BUT 
YOU ARE RIGHT, SOLAN. I AM 
AUST A VERY OLD OYING MAN, 
ANO I AM SURELY EVIL. 00 

YOU KNOW WHY YOU AND 
ARGUN ARE HERE? 


WE HAVE GIVEN THORGAL AND HIS COMPANIONS 
THE TASK OF RETRIEVING THE MAGIC HEAD- 
PIECE FROM A MAN KNOWN AS OGOTAT. HE 
REIGNS OVER A CITY CALLED MAYAXATL THAT 
HE HAD BUILT AT THE HEART OF THE GREAT WILD 
FOREST. IT'S FAR TO THE SOUTH OF HERE, 


CE ea 


WY YOU'RE KEEPING US 

PRISONER TO FORCE MY 
FATHER ANO TALL, TREE 
FOOT'S NEPHEW, TO 00 
SOMETHING FOR YOU. 


THE POWERS 
HIS HEADPIECE GIVES 
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BUT HE IS A 
CRUEL GOD, 
SOLAN. A 
RUTHLESS: 
TYRANT WHO 
ONLY SEEKS TO 
DOMINATE OUR 
LANO BY FIRE 
AND BLOOD. 


THE PEOPLE FROM 
HERE, THE XINSIN, 
ARE THE ONLY ONES 
WHO WERE ABLE TO 
RESIST HIM UNTIL 


YOU... YOU'RE 
BURNING UPI? 


THAT'S WHY THE MISSION GIVEN TO 
YOUR FATHER ANO HIS FRIENDS IS 


$0 IMPORTANT FOR US. THEY ARE OUR _. 
; irae 


reat CHANCE TO BEAT OGOTAT'S 
DESTRUCTIVE POWER AND FREE 
THE LAND OF QAFROMHIS 4 
BLOODY FURY. 


THORGAL WILL 
SUCCEED. HE ALWAYS 


I WANT THE MISSION TO 
SUCCEED. BUT I CAN ASSURE 
YOU THAT I WOULD HAVE GLADLY 
GIVEN WHATEVER IS pail fed a 
LIFE FOR ANYBODY OTH 
THORGAL TO BE NED ip re 
THIS. BUT TELL ME, NOW... 


YOURE V, rIr’s IT'LL BE EASIER TO 
WALK ON $OLTD BROWN. 


WHY ALAS? DON'T YOU. 
WANT HIM TO SUCCEED? 
aS 
Le 


+ WHAT 00 4OU HOPE 


TO 00 WITH THAT 
KNIFE? 


MY EYES HAVE LOST LIGHT, SOLAN, 
BUT I CAN STILL READ YOUR MIND 
ANO USE YOUR EYES. HOLD OUT 
YOUR ARM ANO LOOK AT THAT 
KNIFE THAT YOU'RE HOLDING 
$0 TIGHTLY. LOOK 

‘LOSELY! 
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LIke THIS? 7 IT DISAPPEARED! I1’S... NEITHER ONE 

WHAT'S AN IT'S MAGIC! ARE YOU NOR THE OTHER. 

HA... , REALLY A GOD, THEN? LHAVE CERTAIN 
\s } OR A WIZAROP... POWERS, rs 


a 


IUSEO YOUR EYES AND i I'M TERRIBLY WORRIED, Jira MIST BE HIS INSURY TIRING HIM Vi 
GUIDED YOUR MINO, BUT IT WAS {| TOALL. HIS FEVER IS ©( OUT. HE'LL BE BETTER AFTER A NIGHT 
NOT I WHO MADE THE KNIFE RISING MORE 
OISAPPEAR, SOLAN. 4 % ANO MORE. : 
IT WAS YOU! P 


Fi 


OF REST, OON'T WORRY. 


60 ANO WATCH THE FIRE, 
AARICIA, WITH THIS CAMP 
WOOD, I HAD SOME TROUBLE 
GETING IT 70 TAKE. YOU, 
TSALL, YOURE COMING 
WITH ME. WE'RE GOING 
TO TRY TO CATCH 
SOMETHING TO EAT. [ie 
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OOUBLE HIT ON 
TARGET! HAHA! WE 
REALLY ARE THE 
» BEST! 


“SEE THE ARCHERS. 
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YOU SHOULD BE 
CAREFUL, TIALL THE 
FIERY. THE LAST TIME 
YOU KISSED ME, IT 
GOT YOU A BIG LUMP 
ON YOUR HEAD.* 


I... L OON'T KNOW 7 IN THE FILTHY Mees SUT IT’S NICE OF YOU 
WHAT CAME OVER ME, STATE I'M IN NOW, Seem) TO TELL ME. TIAL, 
KRISS. I... YES, OF YOU'RE NOT TOO HAVE YOU MET A LOT 


COURSE, Z WAS MAD ay a8, PARTICIILAR. i 
AT YOU FOR THAT. 4 HA OF WOMEN th HOUR 


BUT ON THE OTHER 8 
HANO, I... THE FIRST, 
TIME I SAW YOU, 

I... EFINO YOU 

90 BEAUTIFUL... aff 


Wy YOu See ALL 
WW siose ears, 
SOLAN? 


MOST OF THEM ARE SUST ENORMOUS 
BALLS OF FIRE FLOATING IN SPACE. 
BUT SOME OF THEM ARE PLANETS, 
WORLDS LIKE THE ONE WE LIVE 

ON. YOU KNOW, I SUPPOSE THAT 
THORGAL'S PARENTS CAME FROM 
ONE OF THOSE WORLDS... 


BEYOND THE 
THOUSANDS OF STARS 
THAT YOU SEE, THERE ARE 
MILLIONS ANO MILLIONS OF 
OTHERS. ANDO MILLIONS OF 
WORLDS. TO THE INFINITY OF 
THE HEAVENS. THAT INFINITY, 
SOLAN, 13 CALLED 

UNIVERSE. 
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THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE IS THAT eves 


pr Ee STARS 


I KNOW, SOLAN, YOU'RE STILL SUST 


THAT ree US IS IN ye AME. IT’S THE ‘ A SMALL BOY, BUT I HAVE SO LITTLE 
STAY IN YOUR MEMORY. AND LATER, WHEN 

TO THE MOST GIGANTIC COLOSSU 4 4 

SEEMINGLY COMPOSED OF HOLLIS OF 

STARS. MINISCULE ae yee? ud 

THE NAKED EYE, LINKED TO EACH OTHER 

BY ENORMOUS FORCES THROUGH THE 

IMMENSE VOIDS. 


THE INHABITANTS OF THORGAL’S 
HOME WORLD SPENT THOUSANDS OF 
YEARS DEVELOPING THEIR TRUE VISION 
OF THINGS, BEYOND APPEARANCE, AND 
THEY LEARNT TO LIBERATE AND CONTROL 
THE FORMIDABLE UNUSED ENERGY 

CURRENTS THAT OUR CEREBRAL 
WAVES PROOUCE. 


rs THPORTAMT, AS THESE ElleRGY WAVES 
CAN BE STRONGER, IF YOU WANT THEM TO BE, 
THAN THE FORCES THAT LINK THE STARS TO 
EACH OTHER FORMING THINGS. THUS, HOU 
CAN MODIFY THEIR ARRANGEMENT AT YOUR 
WILL THE VERY NATURE OF 
ALL MATTER! 


roe Ba Sst 
I CAN MAKE 
Ceaecr ie 


oLSApPenk? 


OTFFERENT NATURES AN 
SHAPES TO THINGS. 


YOU REMEMBER MY WORDS, YOU WILL 
HPN ewe. YOU WILL LEARN, 


I... LOONT. 
UNDERSTAND 
VERY WELL. 


YOU, YOUNG SOLAN, YOU POSSESS 
THESE ENERGY WAVES. I CAN FEEL THEM 
FLOW FROM YOU LIKE AN IMPRISONED 
TORRENT BEING SET FREE. YOUR 
FATHER DOES NOT HAVE THIS 

ABILITY. BUT HE PASSED DOWN. 

TO YOU, WITHOUT KNOWING 

| IT, YOUR ANCESTORS’ 

HERITAGE. THIS ENERGY: 

YOU MUST LEARN TO 

MASTER Ir. 


THE KNIFE DISAPPEARED BECAUSE THE 
SMALL STARS THAT FORMED THE METAL IT 
ie MADE OF WERE SEPARATED. BUT THE 

STARS, THEY STILL EXIST AROUND US. WITH 
BILLIONS OF OTHERS, ALL IDENTICAL. THEY 
ARE WHAT SOL ET LEARN TO SEE, SOLAN. 


YES. OR 
HANGE SHAPE. 
OR WEIGHT. 


Ye 
OR YOU CAN 


EVEN CREATE 
THEM. 


cE 
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LOOK AT THE TABLE, 
NEAR THE FRUIT BOWL, 
WHERE THE KNIFE 
WAS WHEN YOU TOOK 
IT. KEEP LOOKING... 


ANO IT'S YOU 
WHO OI0 Tr ALL, 
SOLAN. THEY WERE 
YOUR ENERGY WAVES 
NNTROLLEO 


BUT I OION'T SEE ANYTHING! HOW 00 YOU KNOW ALL THIS IF ‘It'S TIME 
I OION'T SEE ANY STARS! YOU'RE NOT A REAL GOOP HOW 00 FOR YOU TO GO 
YOU KNOW WHERE THORGAL'S BACK TO YOUR 
PARENTS CAME FROM? ROOM, SOLAN. 


I SAW THEM. 
THROUGH YOU. I WAS 
OUR MIMO, BAT HOH 
Bi \ WERE M iy EYES, MU 
CHILO. THE EES I NO 

LONGER HAVE... 


I'M TIREO. 


Lecomte. 8 Vi Hee Fe 
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BUT YOU STILL LATER, SOLAN. NO, NOW. LATER YOU 
HAVE TO TELL ME... IT'S TRUE, I STILL HAVE COULD BE DEAD... 
EXPLAIN TO ME... 80 MUCH TO TELL YOU... 


THOUGHT... THOUGHT, TOO, 
IS MADE OF STARS... 
LIKE IMAGES... 
LATER... 


LEAVE HIM, 
SOLAN. HE IS 
SLEEPING. 


WE'LL TAKE 
YOU BACK TO 
YOUR ROOM. DON'T 
WORRY. I'LL LOOK 
AFTER HIM. 


BUT A SIGN APPEARED GLORY BE TO YOU, 

TO ME, A SIGN AS A TANATLOC: IN THE TWILIGHT 
4 LORO. ANO ™ rebates al WILL HAVE ANEW GC” 
fanles ova THESE DARK HEAR, , TO GUIDE THEM. 
TET Nor | FILLS my HEART WaT ‘ 

WNOERSTOOD. = A DEEP 504. 


Tal 
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f AND THERE'S OUR GUIDE! YOUR IDEA TO YOU 
MAKE A FIRE ANO ATTRACT A PATROL WAS THEY WOULD HAVE 
EXCELLENT, THORGAL. : HESTTATEO? WE 


ARE ON A MISSION 
MAYBE... IN ENEMY TERRITORY, 
BUT WAS IT REALLY } M4 DEAR. ONCE AND 
NECESSARY TO KILL ALL RY y, FOR ALL, GET THAT pt 
THESE POOR DEVILS? i SZ INTO YOUR PRETTY 


LITTLE HEAD. 


ANYWAY, WE COULON'T HAVE Z : OON'T WORRY. AFTER ENOUGH TALKING NOW. 
MADE THEM ALL PRISONERS, OR } . ¢ A SIMPLE LITTLE Siee? = LET'S PUT OUT THE FIRE 
é uN THe EusK OF LEAVING THEM Jtf “CONVERSATION,” ANO GET OUT OF HERE 
. HE'LL TAKE US TO HELL BEFORE OUR FRIENDS 
TO CAPTURE SOMEONE ABLE TO ~ IF I ASK HIM. ISNT UP THERE SENO 
TAKE US TO MAYAXATL. ay ANOTHER PATROL 
~~ oe : : ‘0 LOOK FOR THE 
30 YOU \ { . FIRST ONE. 
THINK SHE'S RIGHT } 
NOW? WHAT IF THIS 
MAN REFUSES TO 
GUIDE US? 


THANKS, PIGEON. BY 
M4 NAME, YOU'RE THE 
PRETTIEST SPARE LEG 
I'VE EVER LEANED ON. 


WELL, MATEY?P... AREN'T YOU ASHAMED 
TO SPEND THE WHOLE DAY INSIDE WITH 
THIS FINE WEATHER? THAT'S NOT HOW 
YOU'LL GET MUSCLES, YOU KNOW... 


WHAT'S WRONG WITH YOU, SOLAN? 
COME AND EAT. IT LOOKS 
DELICIOUS: 


MAKE IT!... 
TUL NEVER 
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THE SIGN oe THE SAILS. 


In oe STARS... XARGOS.. 


MISSING I5 
ANICE LITILE 
INN WITH SOFT 
BEDS AND A 


ppm \ weicorocxeo Ip 
ga CELLAR. 


TIE UP OUR 
FRIEND FOR THE 
NIGHT, NICE AND 
TIGHT. I'VE GOT 
THINGS TO 00. 


WHAT'S HE 
SAYING? 
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THORGAL CAN'T CARRY ON LIKE 
THIS, TIALL. THIS CURSED FEVER 
IS TAKING ALL HIS STRENGTH. 
WE HAVE TO STOP FOR TWO OR 
THREE DAYS, ENOUGH TIME 

FOR HIM TO GET BETTER., 


KNOW YOURE THERE, way YOU HATE Me, DON'T YOUP 
Fal No, State Bey OR FORCING YOU TO FOLLOW 
FACT, I WANTED TO TALK BOR. ME, YOU ANO YOUR FRIENDS, 

\ 0 4OU. y 8Y KIDNAPPING TREE FOOT 


ANO SOLAN? YOU THINK I'M 
ffi; 50 01 


ee 


HEARTLESS, HARO, EVEN 
CRUEL... 


BUT TO SURVIVE IN YOUR 
WORLO OF MEN), YOUR WORLD 
OF VIOLENCE, A WOMAN HAS TO TAM ON MY 
SHOW HERSELF TO BE TOUGH IF SHE OWN, TSALL. 
DOESN'T WANT TO BE WALKED “ALONE ANO 
. 


OVER. ESPECIALLY A 
WOMAN ON HER OWN. 


I MAY SEEM 
| TOUGH, ON THE 
| . : OUTSIDE, BUT 00 
oll Age j YOU REALLY THINK 
Late | ges 


WOMEN? ‘4 4 


TO VERY MUCH LIKE FOR YOU 
M TO.TELL ME WHAT YOU TOLD 
ME THE OTHER NIGHT, 


A YOUNG AND 

FIERY MAN WHO 

KNOWS HOW TO PROTECT 
ME... A GREAT ARCHER 
WITH WHOM TO SHARE 
THE EXCITEMENT OF 
ADVENTURE... A TENOER 
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WHAT?” 
WHAT IS IT? 
WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


i) 7 g 


ANOTHER ONE OF YOUR T'S NOTA ANO AFTER THIS, 

BAD DREAMS, I’M SURE. (aia OREAM, TREE YOU'LL KINOLY GO 

WATT, I'LL GIVE YOU FOOT. IT'S TRUE: BACK TO SLEEP. 
W 


fl 


SOME WATER... THORGAL IS 
, GOING TO OIE. 


YOU ARE SO ir IF YOU REALLY WANT ME, yy 90 START BY FOLLOW- 


BEAUTIFUL, KRISS OF ‘ TLL FOLLOW YOU TO THE ENDS ‘ i ING ME TO THE CAMP. 
VALNOR. YOUR SKIN IS Y OF THE EARTH. 


» SO MARVELLOUSLY 


TO SAY TO WOMEN 
QUICKLY, TALL 
THE FIERY... 
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ERM... ABOUT THAT... 
COULON'T WE STAY HERE A 
DAY OR TWOP WHILE 
THORGAL GETS BETTER? 


RIGHT NOW, THE CHAAMS 
KNOW FOR SURE THAT WE'RE 
HERE. THEY'LL BE LOOKING 
FOR US, AND EVERY HOUR LOST 

LOWERS OUR CHANCES OF 
REACHING MAYAXATL 
a WITHOUT BEING 


VERY WELL. 
THAT THAT'S 
D) IMPOSSIBLE. 


BUT HOW WILL WE TAKE THORGAL? 7 }¥ I KNOW THIS KINO BR 
HE CAN HAROLY WALK. i OF FEVER, TOALL. IT’S 
UNFORGIVING. THORGAL 
IS CONDEMNED. 
INCURABLY. STAYING 
HERE UNTIL HE OLES 
WILL ONLY CONDEMN 


BUT THAT'S I'M SURE. WE 
yy = NOT POSSIBLE, WON'T TAKE 
A KRIS, ANO EVEN HER EITHER. 


‘xe AARICIA 
WILL NEVER 
ACCEPT... a 


ABANDON THORGAL ANO 
AARICIAIP... HERE, IN THE MIDOLE 
OF THE WILD FORESTI?P... NO, THAT 
WOULD BE TOO DISHONOURABLE! 
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TUNDERSTANO YOUR REACTION, TIALL, 
YOU'RE YOUNG, IDEALISTIC, LOYAL. 
THAT'S WHAT 1 LiKe ABOUT han Bit YOU 
HAVE TO LEARN TO LOOK REALITY 
STRAIGHT IN THE EYES, Fv Ae 
TURNING YOUR HEAD, AS A My 

GOPECTALLY WHEN) Tar feast 13 


y I'S STUPIO TO WANT TO PLAY THE 
HERO ANO KILL YOURSELF. YOU HAVE TO 
BE A WINNER, TIALL. DEAD PEOPLE ARE 

ALWAYS WRONG. WINNERS, THEYRE THE 
elmo ONES WHO 


ANO I OON'T WANT TO OIE. THINK 


E 
CIFE FULL OF ADveltine THAT 
WE'LL LEAD, YOU AND M 
THINK OF ME, THE ONE 4 
CHOSE... THE ONE WHO 
LOVES YOU... 


BUT AARICIA CANT 
KNOW ANYTHING. THAT 


WOULD BE NEEOLESSLY 
CRUEL... 


HELP ME, TANATLOC. 
HELP ME TO SEE THORGAL, 
WHEREVER He’S IN 
DANGER. HELP ME TO 
HEAL HIM, TO SAVE HIM. 
I KNOW THAT YOU, 

YOU CAN 00 IT... 


I'M HERE, SOLAN. 
I’M WITH YOU. 
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IHEARO YOUR CALL ANDO 
I'M GOING TO TRY TO HELP YOU. 
WE'LL UNITE OUR ENERGY WAVES 

ANDO, THROUGH YOUR EYES, 

CROSS SPACE TO WHEREVER 
THORGAL IS. 
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NERGY IF WE 
IT TO. WE'LL GUIDE OUR 


REALLY a 
THOUGHTS TOGETHER TO THORGAL... 


ALL HIS MEMORIES... ALL HIS MEMORIES THAT ESCAPE 
HIS MINO LIKE RATS ABANDONING A SINKING SHIP... 
ITT IS TIME, SOLAN. CONCENTRATE AND SEE! 


CONCENTRATE ON THE PAIN THAT RACKS HIM... 
SEE HIS FEVER... YOU HAVE TO DESTROY THE 
FEVER’S GERMS... SEE, SOLAN... SEE THE 
STARS THAT FORM THE DESTROYED CELLS 

OF HIS BROKEN BONES... YOU HAVE 


DON'T TRY TO UNDERSTANO—SUST ALL YOUR STRENGTH, SOLAN! 
ee ieee fed oe, ene aoe AOIN YOUR STRENGTH TO MINE 

bee ise THROUGH SPACE... GIVE YOUR 
ALL YOUR STRENGTH THAT THORGAL een ANO pie 
NEEDS... SN SEE... SEE: 


BE MY EYES... THAT I MAY GUIDE OUR 
ENERGIES... TO HIM... TO DEFEAT THE PAIN... 
TO REBUILD WHAT IS DESTROYEL 
ALL YOUR STRENGTH, SOLAN. 


6 \°4 
. 
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HIS EARTHLY SPIRIT HAS LEFT US 
THIS NIGHT. OUR LORD TANATLOC 
HAS GONE BACK TO THE ETERNAL 
WORLO OF THE GO0S, WHENCE HE 
DESCENDED TO GUIDE OUR 
PEOPLE. THE XINSIN WILL 
ETERNALLY HONOUR HIS 

NAME ANDO HIS MEMORY. 


NOW I MUST, WITH THIS 
MAGIC DISC THAT HE LEFT US, 
LEARN OF HIS LAST WISHES. 
IWILL COME BACK TO SHARE 
THEM WITH YOU. 
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GREETINGS ONE LAST TIME, 


Y VARTAY, MY OLO FRIEND. YOUR PRESENCE 
ween(| AT MY SIDE HAS WARMED THE LAST FEW 
YEARS OF MY OVERLY-LONG LIFE, 
ANO I HAVE AS MUCH GRATITUDE 
AS I 00 RESPECT FOR 
YOUR WISOOM. 


IF YOU “SENSE” THIS MNEMOOISC, 
IT MEANS THAT I HAVE DISAPPEARED. 
IT IS THUS TIME FOR ME TO REVEAL 
THE TRUTH ABOUT MYSELF. BUT I 
ALSO HAVE TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT, 
THE ULTIMATE LEAP OF DESTINY 
THAT HAS SUST CRUELLY 


YOU MUST HAVE CERTAINLY 
UNDERSTOOD A LONG TIME AGO 
THAT I HAVE NEVER BEEN WHAT YOU 
CALL A GOD. I AM SUST A MAN & 
FROM THE SAME RACE AS OGOTAT. 
WE COME FROM A OLSTANT 

WORLD BEYOND THE STARS, 

ON WHICH OUR PEOPLE 

OF TERRESTRIAL ORIGIN 

TOOK REFUGE THOUSANDS, 

OF YEARS BEFORE. J 


A HANOFUL OF US WENT BACK 

TO EARTH ON BOARD A SPACESHIP. 
AT THAT TIME, MY NAME WAS XARGOS 
AND I COMMANDED THE VESSEL. MY 
LIEUTENANT WAS CALLED VARTH. 

HE WAS MY DAUGHTER HAUNEE’S 
COMPANION. SHE WAS ALSO. 

bs ON THE EXPEDITION." 


VARTH WAS A REMARKABLE ENGINEER, 

A BRILLIANT MAN, BUT AMBITIOUS ANDO 
DEVOID OF EMOTION. AN ARGUMENT AROSE 
ANO I HAD TO LEAVE THE VESSEL, EXILED 
BY MY OWN CREW. BUT I MANAGED TO 
REACH EARTH IN A SHUTTLE, A SMALL 
SECONDARY VESSEL. 


THE GREAT 
COMMAND, A GROUP OF SURVIVORS 
TRIED TO LEAVE THE ISLAND ON. 


SENSING THE 
BOAT WAS LOST, VARTH 


ANO ENTRUSTEO HIM = 
TOTHE SEA. _ 
=] Ss 


87 


Te BOAT SAIK SHORT AFTER. VAREM. BO MOHAN Taare ave \i) | ZMET THORGAL WHE He WAG A CHILO, 
9 eRe Wieerane cROa WHEN) YOU SPOKE HIS NAME BEFORE 
ME, THORGAL 18 THE CHILD OF MY 
| BEYOND THE GREAT WATER—THOse | | \ ME. TICRGAL TS THe CHILO OFM 
b AIO WANED EN THORBAL SOLAN, TS MY GREAT-GRANIOSON, 
| \AesIRS6ON Arter THe ales || ( THE LAST CescelIDANT OF My 
\OF THEIR GODS THOR Ali AEGIR.| | \ RACE ON EARTH. 


FOR VARTH, I ONLY LEARNED MUCH LATER, OID NOT WITH THE HELP OF AN) ENERGY WAVE AMPLIFIER 
PERISH IN THE SINKING. TIED TO SOME DEBRIS, CONCEALED UNDER A SUPPOSEDLY MAGIC HEADPIECE, HE 
HALF DEAD FROM HUNGER AND THIRST, HE WASHED EASILY IMPOSED HIMSELF ON THE LOCAL POPULATION, THE 
UP ON THE SHORES OF THE LAND OF QA. THE REST, CHAAMS, WHO REVERED HIM AS A GOD UNDER THE NAME OF 
YOU KNOW, IS THE LEGEND... OGOTAL, “HE WHO CAME FROM ELSEWHERE.” 


~ HE HAD THEM BUILO MAYAXATL,, 
Narr eon THEM INTO FANATICAL 


RIORS ANO SENT THEM OUT TO 
Conaes THE WHOLE LAND. 


THAT'S HOW I FOUND THE ONLY PEOPLE y 
a I'M SURE THE MADNESS WAS ALREADY IN HIM FROM 
mg Vaara FES TaTED HM. HOUR MERLE, ‘A THE TIME HE WAS NAMED VARTH. BUT IT EXPLODED AFTER 
ALL COSTS IN HIS WORK OF 3 THE SINKING IN WHICH HIS LOVED ONES PERISHED. IN) 
OP HIS POWER FROM “ iB AD M4 TAGISH ES ete ee a oie s 


FUL STATUE ae 6000688 WITH NO NAN (E" THAT GUAROS. 
THE ENTRANCE TO THE FORBIODEN TERRITORIES. 
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WHEN I SENSEO THAT I WAS GOING TO OIE 
WITHOUT HAVING DEFEATED HIM, I ipeRro0o 
THAT THERE WAS ONLY ONE WAY 10 STOP TH 
MURDEROUS MADNESS OF THE MAN FROM Ha RACE: 
KILL HIM. HAVE HIM MUROEREO BY A MERCENARY 
AUDACIOUS ENOUGH TO FACE THE TERROR INSPIRED 


BY A LIVING 


AN EASY 


ANO BLOOOTHIRSTY GOD. IT WASNT 
DECISION TO TAKE, VARTAU. 


YOU FOUND THIS MERCENARY BEYOND THE 90 YOU NOW ee THE Lay 

GREAT WATER: KRISS OF VALNOR. LETTING | | THAT RACKS Mer T HAVE UNWITTINGLY 

HER FREELY CHOOSE HER CREW BY ANY fed MY GRANDSON vo COMMIT THE MOST 

WEAN HO CUE AE BG INEE COR] | Gin PATER He Pact THat He BOSSI 

BE THORGAL? KNOW IT DOESN'T TAKE AWAY ANY OF THE 
HORROR OF THIS DEED, AS THE GODS, IF 
THEY EXIST, WILL KNOW ANO WILL PUNISH 

HIM ONE OAY. (oom 


Ef UC ia . i BS 


E 
YOU TO c, 


IAXATL, WHEN) TH 
‘IN THE NAME OF OUR OLD FRIEIIOSHIP, I B66 


“ALL OFF THIS MISSION. 


OR, IF NOt ne AWAY a STOP THORGAL FROM PARTICIPATING. 
TOONT KNOW HOW, BUT PERHAPS JOLAN COULD HELP YOU. 
THORGAL'S SON HAS INHERITED THE POWERS OF OUR RACE, ire 
IF He aT MASTERED | THEM YET. I ENTRUST HIM TO YOU, 
THORGAL'S DESTINY, AND THAT OF THE mon 


aRewell VA VAR, FARENELE I LOMAL COMPAIION, 
‘MAY YOUR LIFE BE MERCIFUL 
FOR A LONG WHlLe 


ILOVEO YOU, TOO, TANATLOC. MAN ILOVEO YOU, BUT I LOVE MY PEOPLI 
OR Gi U 25 i Beenise YOU EVEN) MORE. AND OGOTAL'S DEATH 


00, E LOM 

F; 18 THE ONLY CHANICE FOR XINAIN 
Wake FAIR “AIR AQ GOOD Git WHAT ale one tee 
weoseree. SHATIEAIONS HA 
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w» BUT NOBODY CAN EVER LEARN Br IAS 
THE SECRET THAT YOU TOLD ME. ser ys 4 Zs 
NOBOOY WILL EVER KNOW! A z 


hx 


We 
MUST HAVE 
ARRIVED 
SOMEWHERE... 


WELL, NOW THAT WE KNOW 
THE WAY, WE DON'T NEED THE 
SERVICES OF THIS BRAVE 
BOY ANYMORE. 


OF COURSE, 
THAT'S OBVIOUS: 
A TOWN LIKE 
MAYAXATL 
NEEDS WATER. 
WE'VE FOUNO Ir, 
TAAL! 
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YOURE 
NOT. 
EATING? 


IMTHINKING 
ABOUT THE POOR 
GUY YOU KILLED. 
AS IF YOU 
ENSOYED IT. 


POINTLESS REGRETS ARE My OLGNITY, 
THE FORTUNES OF THE WEAK. f PERHAPS. AND T 
HOT OURS, WHAT WOULD HO ang OER POOH 
HAVE GAINE! NG 
ANO ROTTING THERE, YOUR OULD Hae At EAST 
HAND 1h) YOUR ONT BONE 
FRIENO'S HANO?: RUNNING OFF IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT 
IKE COWARDS 


OF COURSE, YOU'LL TELL ME IT WAS 
NECESSARY. LIKE IT WAS NECESSARY 
TO ABANDON THORGAL. BUT I CANT 

P Ir... I... IM $0 ASHAMED OF 


DON'T COUNT ON ME TO CRY ARE YOU SO 
OVER HER. I WARNED HER—ALL. SURE o THAT, 
SHE HAD TO 00 WAS STAY ON MY DEAR? 


TT WOULO TROUBLE 

ME TO HAVE TO 

BREAK YOU IN) 
Ue 


OON'T TOUCH 
THAT BOW, 
TOALL... 


THORGAL! 11's NO THANKS TO Wm AO YOUR JOY COMES REALLY, THORGAL, YOU NEVER 
FANTASTIC! I'd YOUR TRUSTY JM A LITT CEASE TO AMAZE ME. YOU'LL 


LE LATE: THIS 
$0 HAPPY THAT... PRIENOSHIP, MMM VIER O1O\'T HAVE HAVE TO EXPLAIN TO Me ONE 
BUT HOW IN THE THAT'S FOR’ MMM NUCH TROUBLE ‘DAW HOW YOU MANAGED TO IF YOU WANT, 
WORLOP... ae COME BACK FROM THE TcaN ALWAYS 
: ; CANO OF THE DEAD. SHOW YOU HOW 
10 GET THERE... 


BUT I’M HAPPY THAT YOU” I’M CLIPPING YOUR WE DON'T HAVE A CHOICE YOU CAN FORBID US 
MADE IT TOO... HEY, CLAWS TO REMOVE ANO WILL TRY TO COMPLETE NOTHING NOW, KRISS OF 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING? g ANY TEMPTATION. YOU Ba, THIS GOLO-GRABBING ’ VALNOR: I KNOW WHERE 
f COEUR GO, Bm MISSION TO THE ‘ SOLAN 13 
: END. BUT UNDER \ 
MA COMMAND. A 


YOU KNOW IKNOW, THAT'S ALL. DONT 


WHERE?... HOW?..M “ASK ME ANY QUESTIONS. 
WHERE ARE AUST GO AND LOOK AFTER 
THEY YOUR PRETTY FRIEND... 
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XINSIN 
BROTHERS)... 


TANATLOG HAS LEFT US, BUT 
He HAS NOT ABANDONED US. 
IN HIS WISDOM AND FORESIGHT, 

a HE TOLD ME THE NAME OF HIS 
“ly SUCCESSOR. 


WE WILL HONOUR 


¢ af ANO SERVE HIM THER THE NAME OF 
4 HURU 
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IT IS YOU, LORO 
HURUKAN, WHO MUST 
LIGHT THE FUNERAL 
PYRE OF THE ONE 
WHO NAMED YOU. 


YOU HAVE TO, ESR 

SOLAN. 80 THAT fee 

THE SPIRIT OF f 
OuR'FRIENO Al 


FAREWELL, TANATLOC. 
Tu ic FORGET 


LONG LIVE 
HURUKAN! 


HURUKAN 


HuRUKAN _HURUKAN 
RUAN HURUKAN 


HURUKA\ 


HURUKAN « , HURUKAN 


wean HURUKAN 


HURUKAN 
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THE RIVER'S 
ETTING MORE ANI 
MORE OIFFICULT 

pa TO FOLLOW.. 


Z] WE'O 00 BETTER TO TRY AND PASS T 
OVER THAT HILL. IS THAT ALL RIGHT 
4OU, AS 


| ALL RIGHT FOR ME, 


MY LOVE. TO FEEL 
YOU AT MY SIDE 


ae 


THORGAL... 


PLEASE, THORGAL... HIT ME, 
INSULT ME, TREAT ME LIKE THE 
LEAST OF THE SLAVES, BUT SAY | 

SOMETHING... TRY TO FORGIVE 
ME... 
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FOUND OUR 
DESTINATION, 


I THINK WE'VE 


+ BUT THE 
HARDEST IS 
STILL AHEAD 
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